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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to application filed 12/1 1/00. 

2. Claims 1-15 are presented for examination. 

3. This action is Non-Final. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because line 2 recites "said product" where it should recite -a 
product-. 

5. Claim 11 is objected to because line 1 recites "controlling process of where it should 
recite -controlling a process of-. Line 2 recites "said product" where it should recite -a 
product-. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. As for claim 1, the limitation recited in line 3, "attached to said 
product" is indefinite. It is unclear whether the communication device is physically attached 
to said product or merely associated with said product. The examiner interprets that the 
device is "associated with said product." As for lines 8 and 9, the limitation "information 
requiring control data" is indefinite. The examiner interprets that "information requiring 
control data" is any data transmitted from the communication device to the computer along 
with the "identification number " 
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8. As for claim 2, the limitation "progress chasing information" recited in line 2 is 
indefinite. The examiner interprets that "progress chasing information" is any data or 
information related to the progress or status of the product. 

9. Claim 3 is indefinite because of the limitation "transmitting said process condition data to 
a production facility. . . from said communication device." Because the process condition 
data, which is claimed as part of the control data, originates from the host computer (e.g. 
claim 1, lines 11-15, "transmitting, from. communication device"), and the production 
facility is disclosed as connected to the host computer (e.g. applicant's Fig. 1), it is unclear 
how and why the communication device would transmit the same data back to the computer 
for transfer to the production facility. The examiner interprets that the transfer of any data 
from the communication device to the production facility (via the host computer) would meet 
this claim. 

10. As dependent claims, claims 2-10 suffer from the same deficiencies as claim 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set' forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



12. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Angle et al 
(US 6,366,771 Bl) (hereinafter Angle) in view of Gleis (US 6,615,094 B2, June 17, 1999) 
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(hereinafter Gleis). Claims 1-15 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Angle et al (US 6,366,771 Bl) in view of Gleis (DE 19829366, January 5, 
2000). Since both Gleis references disclose the same invention, only US 6,615,094 B2 will 
be cited explicitly in the following rejections. 

As for claim 1 , Angle discloses a product control method of controlling processes of 
producing said product by wireless communication between a communication device a 
computer controlling said process of producing said product, comprising the steps of: 

preparing in said computer a control table storing control data controlling said product 
corresponding to an identification number for identifying said communication device [col. 
10, lines 37-48, "Fig. 13 shows... each possible recipient."]; 

transmitting said identification number and information requiring control data from said 
communication device to said computer by wireless communication [col. 10, lines 49-55, 
"The network addresses. . . network address."]; 

transmitting from said computer, control data stored in said control table corresponding 
to said received identification number in response to reception of said identification number 
and said information requiring control data from said communication device [col. 2, lines 12- 
37, "A wireless network... other network device."; col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host 
computer... RF device 65."]; 

outputting control data relating to said product in a form recognizable to a person based 
on said received control data [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . .RF device 65."]. 

Angle does not specifically teach attaching the communication device to a product. 
However, Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to a product [col. 2, lines 23-33, 
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"Instead of using. . . data collecting device "]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Angle by attaching the communication 
device to the product in order to track data, such as product defects, associated with the 
product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, lines 23-33, "Instead of using. . .data collecting device "]. 

13. As for claim 2, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, wherein 
said control data include progress chasing information on said product in said processes and 
process condition data in said processes [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . .RF 
device 65."], and 

said step of outputting said control data includes the step of outputting process condition 
data in a following process of said product in the form recognizable to the person [col. 5, 
lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . .RF device 65."; col. 8, lines 49-58, "A video 
controller. . .to the operator."]. 

14. As for claim 3, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 2, wherein 
said product control method further includes the step of transmitting said process condition 
data to a production facility for producing said product by wireless communication from said 
communication device [col. 2, lines 12-37, "A wireless network... other network device"; 
col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."]. 

15. As for claim 4, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, wherein 
said control data includes operation results at said producing process [col. 5, lines 57-64, 
"The a host computer... RF device 65."], and 
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said step of outputting said control data includes the step of outputting in said 
communication device said operation results in the form recognizable to the person [col. 5, 
lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."]. 

16. As for claim 5, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of transmitting operation results at said process from said communication 
device to said computer [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer.. .RF device 65."]. 

17. As for claim 6 } Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of receiving said operation results from said production facility by 
wireless communication in said communication device [col. 1, lines 34-46, "In a wireless 
network. . Ring or Ethernet "; col. 2, lines 1 1-18, "A wireless network. . .and voice 
communication."]. 

18. As for claim 7, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 5, wherein 
said communication device attached to said product is a communication device having a bar 
code reading device, bar code indicated a plurality of operation results is prepared in said 
process, and said product control method further includes the step of reading said bar code 
selected by the operator [col. 7, lines 20-32, "A barcode reader. . .wireless network 10 (Fig. 
1)."]. 

19. As for claim 8, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of taking an image of said product after said operation in said process, 
wherein said result data is image data, in said image taking step, representing a product after 
the operation [barcode reading inherently includes taking an image and converting it to 
image data; col. 7, lines 20-32, "A barcode reader... wireless network 10 (Fig. 1)."]. 
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20. As for claim 9, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 9, wherein 
said communication device attached to said product is a portable telephone device [the 
examiner interprets "a portable telephone device" to be any portable device capable of 
sending and receiving voice data; col. 16, lines 26-33, "Accordingly, the present... cellular 
telephone services."] having an image pickup device, and said step of taking an image of said 
product after said operation includes the step of taking an image of said product after said 
operation in said process using said image pickup device of said portable telephone device 
[barcode reading inherently includes taking an image and converting it to image data; col. 7, 
lines 20-32, "A barcode reader. . .wireless network 10 (Fig. 1)."]. 

21. As for claim 10, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1, wherein 
said communication device attached to said product is a portable telephone device [the 
examiner interprets "a portable telephone device" to be any portable device capable of 
sending and receiving voice data; col. 16, lines 26-33, "Accordingly, the present... cellular 
telephone services ."]. 

22. As for claim 1 1, Angle teaches a product control method of controlling process of 
producing said product by a communication device and a computer controlling said process 
of producing said product by wireless communication, comprising the steps of: 

preparing in said computer registration data corresponding to an identification number for 
identifying said communication device [col. 10, lines 37-48, "Fig. 13 shows. , each possible 
recipient."]; 

selecting said identification number stored in said registration data [col. 10, lines 49-55, 
"The network addresses. . .its network address."]; 
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transmitting calling data from said computer to said communication device designated by 
said identification number [col. 2, lines 12-37, "A wireless network. . .other network device."; 
col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."]; and 

performing a prescribed operation in said communication device identified by said 
calling data based on said calling data in response to reception of said calling from said 
computer [col. 8, lines 49-58, "A video controller... to the operator."]. 

Angle does not specifically disclose attaching the communication device to the product 
nor associating the product with the identification number of the communication device. 
Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to the product and associating the product 
with the identification number of the communication device [col. 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using... a radio transmission."; col. 3, lines 61-65, "According to another... or separately 
therefrom "]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Angle by attaching the communication device to the product and 
associating the product with the identification number of the communication device in order 
to track data, such as product defects, associated with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, 
lines 23-33, "Instead of using... data collecting device."]. 
23. As for claims 12 and 13, Angle teaches a product control method similar to claim 1 1 , 
wherein said registration data is data of said products divided into a plurality of groups, 

said step of selecting said product includes the step of selecting one of said plurality of 
groups [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."], and 

said step of transmitting calling data includes the step of transmitting first calling data 
from said computer to said communication device identified by said identification number 
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[col 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer... RF device 65."; col. 10, lines 37-55, "Fig. 13 
shows... its network address."]. 

Angle does not specifically disclose attaching the communication device to the product 
nor associating the product with the identification number of the communication device. 
Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to the product and associating the product 
with the identification number of the communication device [col. 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using. . . a radio transmission."; col. 3, lines 61-65, "According to another. . .or separately 
therefrom."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Angle by attaching the communication device to the product and 
associating the product with the identification number of the communication device in order 
to track data, such as product defects, associated with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, 
lines 23-33, "Instead of using... data collecting device."]. 
24. As for claim 14, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 12, 
wherein said step of selecting said product further includes the step of selecting another 
group, other than said one group, among said plurality of groups, 

said step of transmitting said calling data further includes the step of transmitting second 
calling data from said computer to said communication device identified by said 
identification number [col. 5, lines 57-64, "The a host computer. . .RF device 65 "; col. 10, 
lines 37-55, "Fig. 13 shows. ..its network address."], and 

said step of performing said prescribed operation includes the step of selectively 
performing first and second operations based on a fact that said calling data is said first or 
second calling data in response to reception of said calling data from said computer [col. 5, 
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lines 57-64, "The a host computer. ..RF device 65."; col. 10, lines 37-55, "Fig. 13 shows... its 
network address."]. 

Angle does not specifically disclose attaching the communication device to the product 
nor associating the product with the identification number of the communication device. 
Gleis teaches attaching the communication device to the product and associating the product 
with the identification number of the communication device [col. 2, lines 23-37, "Instead of 
using. . . a radio transmission."; col. 3, lines 61-65, "According to another. . .or separately 
therefrom."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Angle by attaching the communication device to the product and 
associating the product with the identification number of the communication device in order 
to track data, such as product defects, associated with the product, as taught by Gleis [col. 2, 
lines 23-33, "Instead of using... data collecting device "]. 
25. As for claim 1 5, Angle teaches the product control method according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein said communication device attached to said product is a portable telephone device, 
and said prescribed operation outputs ringing tones of said portable telephone device from a 
speaker [the examiner interprets "a portable telephone device" to be any portable device 
capable of sending and receiving voice data; col. 16, lines 26-33, "Accordingly, the 
present.., cellular telephone services"; col. 9, lines 31-35, "Furthermore, when a 
terminal. . .the desire to establish a conversation."]. 
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Conclusion 



26. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 5,924,040, teaches use of wireless phones as portable data terminals in a 
production facility; US 6,405,049, note portable data terminal; US 6,615,091, note 
manufacturing control system; US 5,903,548, note portable data terminal; US 6,549,625 Bl, 
note Fig. 1; US 5,341,304, note production administration system; US 6,421,571 Bl, note 
Fig. 1; US 6,473,656 Bl, note process automation system; US 5,796,351, note Fig. 1; US 
5,974,312, note Fig. 1; US 6,604,033 Bl, note wireless diagnostic system using cell phones. 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron C Perez-Daple whose telephone number is (703)305- 
4897. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anil Khatri can be reached on (703)305-0282. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4700. 





Aaron Perez-Daple 



